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CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2008MRS VAL COMPTON

As a relative newcomer to
Marlborough, | was truly delighted
to receive the Citizen of the Year
award. | arrived here in the Spring
of 1996, not knowing a soul in the
area. However, | soon became
involved in local affairs and got to
know lots of people i Marlborough
i s t he
lived.

| landed a part time job as team
leader of the Information Officers,
setting up the Local Information
Point (LIP) in the Library. Here |
became aware of many interesting
groups i like Action for the River
Kennet, which is still high on my
list of priorities, although now my
involvement is purely with the
River in Marlborough project.

Around the time | started at the LIP
| was offered another part time job
at Savernake Hospital as a Physio-
therapy Assistant.

Keep Wil dlife

A series of leaflets and stickers will
be appearing in Marlborough
shortly asking people not to feed
the rats and to make an informed
choice about feeding ducks and
swans.

The message is supported by Ac-
tion for the River Kennet (ARK),
the Environment Agency, Kennet
District Council, Marlborough Town
Council, the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB) and
Waitrose.

Ducks and swans along the river
bank in Marlborough do not need
feeding and the quantity and type

SPONSORED BY
Waitrose

| ran the two jobs side by side for a
couple of years. Once the LIP was
set up, | left and increased my hours
at the hospital, working with elderly
patients in the Day Hospital, which |
loved. | retired after 10 years in April
2007 and already had a list of pro-
jects that | was looking forward to

friendl i esémbakihg ane Little @did ¢ imaginee r
that within one month | would be
working flat out for, rather than at,
Savernake Hospital!

Val Compton Winner of The

Citizen of the Year
Photograph courtesy of the Gazette & Herald
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of food being left for them every day
is damaging the health of these wild
birds. It has also caused a serious
rat problem. Rats have learned that
the duck food put on the riverbank is
an easy meal and have set up home
next it.

It is very difficult to poison rats next
to a watercourse because the poison
can be washed into the river acci-
dently, killing other creatures living
there.

Kennet District Council has been
working on a systematic rat elimina-
tion programme in the town, but until
the food source by the river is
removed, the rat population is

pl eas

Whilst awaiting a decision from the
House of Lords,
ing the history of Savernake Cot-
tage Hospital. It reinforces my
thought that there is something
very special about Savernake and
has been from the day it first
opened in 1866. But then, there is
also something special about Marl-
borough, the town | have come to
|l ove. |l 6m proud
citizens and thank everyone for
showing me both friendship and
support.

Val Compton

Ps Make sure you visit
www.friendsofsavernake.org
where you can support Savernake
by becoming a Friend as well as
read about the Community History
Project, the campaign and more!

e donot feed

unlikely to decline. Keepwildifeuwid..
Rats carry a disease
called Leptospirosis
or Weils Disease,
which can be fatal in ;
humans and dogs.
They also take over
the territory which
used to be inhabited
by water voles. Wa-
ter voles are now an
endangered species.

Please leave the < OF
wildlife to forage for EL
natur al food and

the river bank.
Charlotte Hitchmough ARK
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http://www.friendsofsavernake.org/
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HIGHWAY SERVICE
0800 23 23 23

HELPING YOU TO DRIVE
SAFELY IN ADVERSE
WEATHER

In recent years, the typical winter
weather pattern in Wiltshire has
been mild, bringing with it more

heavy

rain, including summer

storms, fog and high winds.

Because of this very few motorists
have had experience driving in
snow or icy conditions.

The County Council endeavours
to maintain its winter preparations

for
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work, but its actions will never
meet the assumptions and aspira-
tions of the public.

As a road user (motorist or pedes-
trian), you will have a responsibil-
ity to yourself, your passengers
and other road users. Here are a
few of the suggestions as to what
you can do to assist in having a
safe journey.

When driving, always use
dipped headlights when visibil-
ity is poor, due to rain, snow or
fog.

When driving in heavy rain or
through floods, drive slowly to
reduce the risk of aquaplaning.
Clean the windscreen and all
windows using a demisting
preparation.

Check that screen washers are
not blocked and that the
screen washer bottle is topped
up and has a winter additive to
stop it freezing. Check that
windscreen wipers are in good
condition and work effectively.

Ensure that all lights, brake
lights and indicators are work-
ing properly and the lenses are
clean.

Ensure that the tyres are in
good condition and are prop-
erly inflated.

Consider joining a recognised
breakdown/recovery service.

For more weather and road infor-
mation please contact
0800 23 23 23.
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR

CHRISTMAS
St. Thomas More
Mass
Christmas Eve - 4.00pm & 9.00pm
families

Christmas Day -

CHRISTMAS TREE
RECYCLING
Christmas trees can be recycled at
the Devizes and Everleigh House-
hold Recycling Centres. There will
also be a fenced compound avail-
able by the Recycling Banks at
George Lane car park, Marlborough

_Iljr?(l)ymlzisml\l/:)érl:ewsey _ 1?882:2 between Monday 5th January and
_ Monday 12th January 2009.

St Maryods Church Residents with a green garden

Sunday 21 * December waste bin can also dispose of their

Holy Communion - 8.00am trees in this way. All trees that are

Parish Communion - 10.00am collected will be shredded and

Carol Service - 6.00pm turned into compost, which can be

by candlelight bought at the Household Recycling

Christmas Eve Centres.

Crib Service - 3.00 pm . .

Midnight Communion - 11.30 pm If you would like any further informa-

Holy Communion 8.00am % council on 01380

Family Service with - 10.00am ) 724911

Communion

St. Georgeds Presh. g

Sunday 21st December

Candlelit Carol Service - 6.00pm Councillor Expenses 2007 - 2008

Christmas Eve

Crib Service - 3.00pm NAME TOTAL

Midnight Eucharist - 11.30pm : EXPENSES

Christmas Day Councillor B. Castle £

Holy Communion - 8.00am AONB Forum 41.30

All Age Eucharist - 10.00am WALC Meeting 18.41

Marlborough and Flooding

It is that time again when the ground
may become waterlogged and flood-
ing in the town is a possibility.
Within the county Marlborough is
quite fortunate and at lowish risk T
rising groundwater levels affect us
less than some communities and
flash floods are unlikely to be a
problem. Only the rising level of the
Kennet threatens the town, and this
is tempered by our being quite close
to the source of the river, with much

water-absorbent woodland up-
stream.
If the river level does rise and

threaten the houses close to the
water the town is ready to cope.

The Town Clerk, myself and affected
residents receive automatic warn-
ings from the Environment Agency.

There is a well practiced plan for
opening the Coopers Meadow
hatches, and the Town Mill manage-
ment company opening the mill site
spillway, to hurry the flood water
down towards Teddington.

Sandbags and sand are held in the
Fire Station compound if there is a
serious risk of the water reaching
any houses. We should i touch
wood and fingers crossed 1 escape
without damage.

Alexander Kirk Wilsond Flood Warden




